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Great news for the
CATT Bus

CATT bus users, staff and volunteers were celebrating
in March when they heard that the project had been
awarded four years of funding from Bristol City Council.
The CATT bus has been funded by the council to offer trips
to local shopping centres, community centres, church groups,
local doctor’s surgeries, other local community venues as
well as group hire and day trips outside the area.

The bid is a collaboration between CATT community bus,
the Sprint Community Transport in Knowle and Lawrence
Weston Community Transport.
The new funding starts on 1st July  2017 and services will
continue as usual.
HWCP encouraged the CATT bus members to have their
say on the council’s proposals, which included removing
the use of bus passes on community transport.
After consultation, the council decided to allow people to
continue to use their bus passes on community transport.
CATT bus users love their bus
The CATT bus has nearly 600 active members using the bus.
Last year the CATT bus surveyed its users and nearly 60%
responded, which is a very high response rate.
The CATT bus users love their bus service - the CATT bus
survey revealed that:
· 98% of respondents did not agree with the council’s
proposal to cut the use of bus passes on community transport
· Over 95% agreed that using the bus helped them to
remain living independently
· Over 95% agreed that they would find it difficult to
meet friends and socialise without the CATT bus and
· 92 % felt their health would suffer if they did not have
the CATT bus service
Would you like to use the CATT bus? Call us on 0117
377 3451 or email thecattbus@hwcp.org.uk

This is the final issue of WHAM! But we are working to
create a new community newsletter soon. In the meantime
sign up to our e-news at www.hwcp.org.uk
the wham! newsletter 2000/2017    issue 68, the final issue  May 2017

Left - Lisa Gilbert from the Mede Sprint,
Dave Parry from the CATT community bus
and Nigel Barrett from Lawrence Weston
Community Transport
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LOCAL NEWS
Counci l lor s ’
surgeries

wham! is published by Hartcliffe
and Withywood Community
Partnership (HWCP).
HWCP, @symes community building,
Peterson Avenue, Bristol BS13 0BE
T: 0117 903 8013
HWCP is a company limited by
guarantee no. 4167878 and registered
charity no. 1092914.

wham! info

Bishopsworth ward
Cllr Richard Eddy (Con):
5 Little Headley Close, Bristol  BS13
7PJ
T: 0117 377 5072
E:cllr.richard.eddy@bristol.gov.uk
Cllr Kevin Quartley (Con):
T: (0117) 353 3161
E:cllr.kevin.quartley@bristol.gov.uk
Post: Bristol City Council
Room U01, City Hall,
College Green, Bristol BS1 5TR
Hartcliffe & Withywood ward
Cllr Mark Brain (Lab):
E: cllr.mark.brain@bristol.gov.uk
T: 07826 858298
Cllr Helen Holland (Lab):
E:cllr.helen.holland@bristol.gov.uk
T:  (0117) 987 2238
Cllr Paul Goggin (Lab):
E:cllr.paul.goggin@bristol.gov.uk
M:  07584 480648
Labour Group Office, City Hall
PO Box 3176, Bristol BS3 9FS
Hartcliffe & Withywood Surgeries
• 11.00am-12.30pm 2nd & 3rd
Saturday every month in Hartcliffe
Library, @symes community building,
opposite Morrisons, Hartcliffe and
• 2pm-3pm last Friday of every
month in the Withywood Centre cafe,
Queens Road

Symes House Citizen Service Point closed on 31 March

The community
fought to save
Symes House

In February local residents worked
hard to gather 1,422 signatures
opposing the plans to shut the
housing office, and to request
protection for the Hartcliffe Library
and local Neighbourhood
Partnerhsip. It takes an enormous
effort to gather that many signatures.
Well done to everyone who signed,
helped gather signatures, and also to
those who set up their stall outside
Symes House to talk to local residents
(Heather Jarrett deserves particular
mention here). Jim Hodgson from
HWCP went to the council budget
meeting with local residents George
Denford and Hayley Ward to present
the petition to the council.

Sadly Symes House closed on 31
March, despite many efforts to
challenge this decision. The local
Neighbourhood Partnership will
continue with reduced resources, and
we hope that the Library will  stay.
Residents accessing council services
now need to either get an appointment
at the Citizen Service Point at 100
Temple Street, BS1 6AG or use the
council’s website to access services
online at www.bristol.gov.uk
If you don’t have access to the internet,
you can use public computers in local
community venues - (see page 5 for
info). You can also pay council bills in
the Post Office on Peterson Avenue,
opposite Morrisons Supermarket.

LOCAL NEWS

Heather Jarrett and Matt Carey outside the former
Housing Office on Symes Avenue
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nose dived into an array of books at the local library and witnessed my family
and friends benefit from local services.
So what can we do about all this? First of all, let’s act in the realms that we can
control.  We can control where we spend our time, how we treat each other and
what we do for family, friends and our community members.  Secondly, let’s get
active!  Your community needs you.  Get out there and shape the area you want
to work, live and play in.
Organisations supporting the most vulnerable in our city are going to really feel
the strain.  Find something you are passionate about and get involved.
Volunteer, donate, sign petitions, change careers, just do something.
You could support (or start your own) organisation or project involved with
domestic violence, homelessness, addiction, mental health, the environment, music,
arts, young people, animal welfare, sport, exercise, black and minority ethnic
groups, LGBT, etc.  Just make it something you feel passionate about and you
will be surprised at how easy it is to dedicate time towards a selfless goal.
There is no time like the present, so instead of watching that TV series, having a
few drinks, wasting time procrastinating on the sofa, playing computer games or
whatever takes up an hour or two of your time this week, just get out there.
Your local community needs you now more than ever!

FIRST PERSON
I am a proud Bristolian. I have lived
in Bristol all my life and I have seen it
change significantly over the years.
I grew up in Withywood and during my
childhood it gave me all the adventure,
community and ‘things to do’ I needed.
I have been away from the city I love for
18 months and I have returned with the
hunger to see its success trickle down to
all walks of life.
On one hand, I see and hear about
Bristol’s booming successes with the influx
of small businesses, improved transport
infrastructure, a new Ashton Gate, an
expanding airport, etc and on the other I
see a real lack of investment and funds in
some of our most deprived areas.
Wherever I look, I am reminded that
Bristol is a great place to live and visit. I
would whole-heartedly agree with this
statement but with the caveat that this isn’t
the case for everyone. Unfortunately it has
been clear for me to see that inequality is
rising and social spending is reducing. I
fear this is a recipe for disaster.
During my nostalgic return to Bristol I
revisited some of my old childhood haunts.

Partnership was in jeopardy along with the Citizen Service Point at Symes House,
the library, local crisis and prevention funding, wellbeing grants, alcohol and drug
misuse services and more.
I could not fathom how a city that is hitting headlines around the world for all the
right reasons has just passed its most controversial budget in recent years with
plans to cut £100m over the next five years.  Key social services will be hit the
hardest.  This equation just doesn’t balance for me.  I love this city but I am
anxious that inequality will just be exacerbated under these constraints.
As a child I used the local youth centre, played on freshly-cut green public spaces,

Local resident and HWCP board member Blue O’Connor reflects on
changes - some positive, others not - in the area

I noticed that it didn’t seem like they were
reaping the benefits of a growing Bristol.
From then on, I knew I had no choice but
to get involved with the local community
and help drive positive change.
So I did what any twenty-something
person would do and ‘Googled’ my way
through the potential opportunities. I came
across the Dundry View Neighbourhood
Partnership and HWCP (Hartcliffe and
Withywood Community Partnership).
Back in December 2016, I was eager for
my first meeting but immediately shocked
to be informed that Bristol City Council
had invoked a spending freeze on many
activities including the Neighbourhood
Partnership budget.
I subsequently learned that the actual
existence of our Neighbourhood

Blue O’Connor pictured March 2017
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NEIGHBOURHOODSTHE CENTRE OF THE CO

Who’s there  The home of HWCP, the CATT bus, Hartcliffe Library, Hawkspring,
Dementia Care, Comfort Call and Southern Arc.
What’s on - Regular drop-in advice, & information about local services
·  Monday: South Bristol Advice Service -  Benefit and debt advice 10am -12noon
·  Monday: New Art For All – Art Skills – 9.30am–12.30pm small weekly charge
·  Wednesday: Knightstone – Supported Housing Advice – 1.30pm – 4.30pm free
·  Thursday: Needles Knitting Group 10am until 12.30pm free
·  Thursday: Watkins Solicitors – Family Law Advice 12.30pm -2.30pm free.
·  Third Monday of the month - History Group 2pm-4pm
· 3rd Wednesday of the Month - Positive Minds Group 10.30am– 12.30pm
Room hire for meetings, small rooms up to four people or larger room for up to 16.
@symes community building, Peterson Avenue, Hartcliffe, Bristol BS13
0BE    www.hwcp.org.uk     0117 903 8044    reception@hwcp.org.uk

Regular activities
Tuesday - The Little Music Band (Pre-
school ages) £1 per child 11am-11.30am
Wednesday - Creative writing group
1pm-2.30pm £3 & Tai Chi 3pm-4pm £4
(over 60s) £6 other
Thursday - Kidcraft (Pre-school ages)
£2 per child 11am-11.30am
Friday - Breast-Feeding Group 1pm
Memories Cafe - Every first Wednesday
of the month 10.30am-12.30pm
Zion, Bishopsworth Road,
Bedminster Down BS13 7JW
zionbristol.co.uk  0117 923 1212
i n f o @ z i o n b r i s t o l . c o . u k
Fk  Zion Bristol   Twitter @zionbristol

@symes community building

Gatehouse Centre
Who’s there  The home of HWV (Hartcliffe and Withywood Ventures) who run
a nursery, a cafe and training courses for all ages.  It also houses Bristol Area
Stroke Foundation, HHEAG (who run Positive Minds, No 10 The People’s
Kitchen, The Food Co-op).
Regular activities
Leisure learning -  learn to use a computer to Skype, surf the net, use email etc
English and Maths courses up to level 2, IT, help with job searches.
Courses including money, family, work, personal and social development.
HWV, The Gatehouse Centre, Hareclive Road, Bristol BS13 9JN
www.hwv.org.uk       0117 978 1708       gatehousecentre@yahoo.co.uk

Zion centre and
cafe

Regular activities They offer a wide
range of regular activities including:
Mon 10.30am-12noon - Coffee Stop
coffee morning for the over 60s.
Every Friday during term time:

9.45m-11.45am - Tots
7pm-8pm - Junior Youth Club
(yrs 3 & 4 and 5 &6)
8pm-9.30pm - Epic (yrs 7-10)

Headley Park Church, St Peters
Rise, Bristol BS13 7LZ
www.headleyparkchurch.org.uk
0117 329 4930
admin@headleyparkchurch.org.uk

•••••

•••••

•••••

Headley Park
Church

•••••
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CULTURE
Get online
or learn
digital skills

TRE OF THE COMMUNITY

Need help getting online, or learning
to use computers or find free wi-fi?
Hartcliffe Library
@symes community building,
Peterson Avenue, Hartcliffe, Bristol
BS13 0BE  0117 903 8568
hartcliffe.library@bristol.gov.uk
What’s on offer:  Computers for use
of library members.  Offer six
computers, printer and scanner.  Can
help you get online, use email.
Members often use the computers to
look for jobs, social media & use email.
@symes community building
@symes community building, address
- see p4.  www.hwcp.org.uk   0117
903 8044   reception@hwcp.org.uk
What’s on offer:
·  Free computer access for members
of the public, support available on
request.
·  Photocopying, printing, scanning and
faxing facilities. Charges apply.
·  Advice and support - signposting.
·  Free Wi-Fi.
·  Information on local area.
Gatehouse Centre
HWV, The Gatehouse Centre,
Hareclive Road, Bristol BS13 9JN
www.hwv.org.uk  0117 978 1708
gatehousecentre@yahoo.co.uk
What’s on offer:
A job search drop-in - there are two
computers in the Gatehouse Cafe
available for job hunting and to get
help with employability.
Also offer IT courses from beginners
and leisure classes to Level 2
qualifications.
Withywood Centre
What’s on offer:
Free computer use in the cafe.

Community centres and buildings offer a
host of useful services and social activities.
Here are five key  community centres
offering a wide range of activities, from help
getting into work to losing weight and
getting fit.

Who’s there
Withywood Church, BASE Media, Age UK, Into-University, Mega Bytes Cafe,
Healthy Lifestyles, South Bristol Advice Service, Amelia Nutt Clinic, Community
Learning Difficulties Team, Food Bank - Carpenters Food and Support.
Regular activities
Hartcliffe and Withywood Community Choir - Wednesday 7pm-9pm - free
Short mat bowls – Friday 2pm–4pm - £3
WASPS playscheme – during school holidays for children aged 5-12 years old
from £2 per session
Tai Chi (Chen style) – Friday 11am–12noon - £5
Sunday Church Services – 10am – Free – all welcome
Sequence dancing – Thursday 2pm–4pm - £2
Mega Bytes café is open Monday– Friday 9am–3pm.
The Withywood Centre, Queens Road, Bristol BS13 8QA
 0117 987 8400        reception@withywoodcentre.com

What’s there  Social club and members’ organisation  that hosts events including
wedding receptions and funeral teas and regular weekly activities.
Regular activities
Monday 11.30am-3.30pm OAP and Disabilities Club.  Minibus pick up.
Social with bingo and outings.  Young at Heart with quizzes and sing-a-longs
Wednesday Bingo
Thursday  11am -2pm 55 Plus Lunch and Golden Age Club.  Bingo and
social.
Friday Good Companions Club  from 11.30am.  Meet people, make
friends, talks, outings, events with something different every week.
Friday evening - Bingo with cash prize, plus disco.
Hartcliffe Community Centre, Hareclive Road, Hartcliffe, Bristol BS13
0JW    0117 964 0037 info@hartcliffecommunitycentre.co.uk

Withywood Centre•••••

ey Park
h Hartcliffe Community Centre•••••



6     The last wham! - issue 68

LOCAL NEWS

Marvin
came to
Withywood

Meeting was organised
by Dundry View NP

Neighbourhood
Partnerships - what
the future holds

Written by Jim Hodgson, Neighbourhood Partnership
Manager

NEIGHBOURHOODS

Over seventy local residents and
staff from local organisations
came along to the Meet  the Mayor
held in thelarge hall in the
Withywood Centre in March.
Local councillors Helen Holland,
Richard Eddy and Paul Goggin also
attended and Marvin Rees was
accompanied by Cllr Asher Craig.
The mayor came to talk with the local
community and get a feel for the area.
After an introduction residents visited
the four themed tables looking at green
spaces and streets; Neighbourhood
Partnerships and local democracy;
health and wellbeing and transport.
Residents raised issues including the
effect of the closure of Symes House
and  the cuts to funding for parks.

Since the last edition of the wham! magazine it’s fair to say that
Bristol’s network of Neighbourhood Partnerships has been on a bit of a
journey! Due to the unprecedented financial challenge to enforce over £100m
of cuts across the city, traditional Neighbourhood Partnership activity is
scheduled to wind down in most areas by the end of June 2017.  However, we
are pleased to announce that in the face of these challenges the residents,
officers, and councillors (with the support of Quartet Community Foundation),
have pulled together to ensure that the Dundry View Neighbourhood
Partnership continues in some form. Residents deserve to be proud of their
achievements over what has been a very challenging time. At HWCP we are
committed to continuing to represent this community and enable residents to
have their say on what happens here.

We need more local people to get involved! If you have ideas or want to
find out more, please drop in and see me @Symes commuity building, or
contact Jim on T: (01179038010) Email: jim.hodgson@hwcp.org.uk

Neighbourhood Forums
Open to Everyone - come and find out what's going on in the area and how you
can have your say. Just turn up on the day:
- Thurs 6th July: Withywood Centre, Geoff Cargill Hall 7-9pm
- Monday 18th September: Severn Vale Bowls Club, Vicarage Road,
Bishopsworth 7-9pm

Pride of Place
Open to everyone interested in improving local parks and green spaces
All meetings in Bristol Methodist Church hall, Mowcroft Road, Hartcliffe, BS13
0LT at 10am – 12:00 midday
Mon 12th June 2017
Monday 11th September 2017
Monday 4th December 2017

Transport & Highways
Open to everyone interested in having their say on local traffic and transport
issues and schemes:
All meetings at Daily Grind Café at Campus Pool, Whitchurch Road, BS13 7RW
at 10am – 11:30am
Weds 9th August 2017
Weds 1st November 2017

Tim Bowles Wins the  Metro
Mayor election: The new mayor will
now start the job of developing a wide
reaching strategy for the newly formed
West of England Combined Authority
(Weca) which includes Bristol, South
Gloucestershire, Bath & North East
Somerset (B&NES).Mr Bowles will
have an annual budget of £31million to
split between planning, transport, adult
education & skills and business
infrastructure. He will work with the
Bristol Mayor, Marvin Rees.
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HEALTHCULTURELOCAL NEWS
Macey’s Lane links
Bishport and Macey’s Rd

Reclaiming
Macey’s Lane

The end of
the wham!

The wham! has finished
after 17 years

This is the last issue of the wham!
newsletter, as our funding,
through Neighbourhood
Partnerships, ended on 31 March.
The wham! has been distributed four
times a year since 2001, containing
news about Hartcliffe and
Withywood Community Partnership
and other local news and projects.
We submitted two - unsuccessful -
bids for funding so the publication will
now cease.
I’d like to thank you all for reading.
It has been a joy to cover the news
and views from this neck of South
Bristol, and on a personal level I will
miss all the people I’ve worked with
so closely over the last thirteen years.
HWCP continue to run the
@Symes community building and
the CATT community bus.
The wham! may have ended but
you can now get news from HWCP
by registering for our e-news via
www.hwcp.org.uk or contact us
on 0117 903 8044 or email
reception@hwcp.org.uk.
Good bye and good luck to all the
local people and projects I’ve
worked with over the last 13 years.
Anne-Marie Rogers,  Editor

It seems such a shame to be
celebrating our good news about
receiving a grant from the City
Council’s Impact Fund when other
local organisations have been less
fortunate than us and also as this
is the last edition of the wonderful
wham! newsletter.
Dundry View Neighbourhood
Partnership area has the highest levels
of social and health needs in Bristol,
yet many valuable local services have
been lost or are under threat.
However, through this contribution
toward our costs we aim to continue
to deliver and develop our work to
help improve health, wellbeing and
the environment in this area.
HHEAG offers opportunities and
support for local people to engage in a
range of integrated services and
activities, which contribute toward
developing healthy, sustainable
lifestyles.  These include:
• Positive Minds mental and
emotional health support
• Greens Community Gardens:
Community gardening activities at
allotment sites on Molesworth Drive
and Bourchier Gardens.
• No 10. The Peoples’ Kitchen
healthy cooking and eating activities
• The Food for All shop
• The Amblers walking group
• SmokeFree  Hartcliffe smoking
cessation group
To get involved or volunteer at
HHEAG, contact us:
HHEAG Tel 0117 946 5285 or
email info@hheag.org.uk

HHEAG funding
success

HHEAG work on health,
wellbeing & environment

NEIGHBOURHOODS

In February  Hartcliffe residents
from the Upjohn and Tewther
Community Group and Dundry and
Hartcliffe Wildlife Conservation
Group embarked on a long-term
project to take back a part of their
neighbourhood under the banner
‘Reclaim Macey’s Lane’.
This area has been abused by people
dumping litter and regularly fly tipping.
The residents want to clean up the lane,
discourage anti-social behaviour and
enjoy their environment.
Over 30 volunteers pitched in to
restore the lane to its natural beauty.
Residents are regularly monitoring the
area and working in partnership with
the council’s Neighbourhood
Enforcement team to ensure it stays fly-
tip free and a pleasant route to walk..
Residents worked with Knightstone
Housing, Hartcliffe and Withywood
Community Partnership, Upjohn and
Tewther Community Group, Bristol
Waste and Dundry and Hartcliffe
Wildlife Conservation Group.

hannah.stopford@knightstone.co.uk
T: 07921 387228 Facebook
Reclaim Macey’s Lane
reclaimmaceyslane.weebly.com
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Enjoying the whole of Bristol -
and bringing the best bits back

Free Community Big Bike Day for all on
Thursday July 27th

It’s a sad fact that some children and
young people in Bristol haven’t had
the opportunity to enjoy all the
benefits the city offers, so LPW
(Learning Partnership West) try to
help as many kids as possible
sample new experiences away from
their home communities.
During February half-term they took a
group of children from Hartcliffe on a
trip to St Werburghs City Farm and the
Felix Road Adventure Playground in the
centre of Easton, Bristol.
Consultation on what could be done
by the Hideout in Millennium Green
This was part of a continuing project to
involve these children and young people
in the consultation over the future of the
space next to the Hideout on Millennium
Green, earmarked to be developed into
an adventure playground for their own
neighbourhood, in Hartcliffe.
Colourful street art in St Werburghs
The group enjoyed looking at the street
art and experiencing the unique sense
of community and diversity around the

St Werburghs area and they thoroughly
enjoyed using all the facilities at the
Felix Road adventure playground,
exactly the type of play space they’re
hoping for in their area in Hartcliffe.
So what did the young people think of
the trip?  “I had the best day ever”,

“I’ve made four new friends”, “I never
want to leave” were three of the
comments.  LPW run sessions in the
local parks and other venues for young
people.  To find out more find us on
Facebook or call: 0117 987 3700
Email:  enquiries@lpw.org.uk

There will be more bike fun this Summer at HWCP’s
3rd Big Bike day held in the Morrison’s car park in

Hartcliffe on 27th July from 12noon-4pm.

Come along for lots of bike-related fun including:

Pedal carousel & wacky bikes
Free bike repairs

Bike swap
Pop up bike sale

Cycle taster sessions
Free travel advice

Try out toddler trailers

For more info sign up to the HWCP newsletter at
hwcp.org.uk


